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Grant Writing 101: Intro
M
aking a living as a freelance writer
generally means promoting and presenting
yourself as a professional writer—and
expanding your writing credentials by
taking on myriad types of writing
assignments. One of those “types” of
writing assignments to consider is writing
grant applications.
Now we know that completing grant applications isn’t exactly up there with writing
the great American novel, but it’ll pay the bills until those six-figure royalty checks
from the novel you’re working on begin to come in. While we personally haven’t
become rich writing grants, Ken has pulled in over $1 million in grant funds for
organizations, and he also administered a grant funding program that awarded
millions of dollars each year to both government and nonprofit organizations.
There are literally thousands of nonprofit organizations and government agencies,
from park departments to universities, that depend on grant funding for their
programs. Those programs can range from research grants to feeding the poor, from
building park trails to after-school library programs for kids. Most of those
organizations do not have grant writers on staff and few people without training are
really good at it. So, not only are these organizations hungry for grant research and
writing professionals, but many professional grant writers do make it into that sixfigure salary range.
Continue on page 2...
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So how do you get started? If you’re new at this, take a grant writing course or two if you can.
Some larger libraries may offer courses and there are several grant writing programs offered by
colleges and non-profit organizations.
With or without the training, you can contact nonprofits and offer your services—probably for
free at first. Once you have a few successes under your belt, then it’s time to begin charging for
your services. How much? Good question. Few if any grant applications provide a space in the
budget portion of the grant request for paying a grant writer. It is generally expected that the
organization requesting program funding should pay for that work themselves, or find a
qualified volunteer—maybe you if you’re just getting your toes wet at this point. Some grant
writers expect to be paid a percentage (maybe 10 percent) of the total grant request. Others
charge a flat fee or an hourly fee. That is between you and the organization you are working for.
While grant writing isn’t rocket science, you must be good at several things. One of those is
research because too often organizations in need of program funding often don’t know where to
look for money—and there is literally billions of dollars out there for the asking. And yes, you
should also be able to write, often times creatively to make your program fit the guidelines of
the grant funding organization and to know how to answer what often appear to be redundant
questions that will drive you crazy.
And then there’s knowing how to deal with requested budgets, in-kind and other funding
matches, project and program implementation plans, partnering opportunities and a few dozen
other things. Again, none of it is rocket science, but all of it is important because there are a lot
of organizations competing for those billions of dollars.
Next month we’ll look at grant writing in a little more detail, and we’ll provide you with several
websites that can help you on your way to success!

Got questions? We’ve got answers!
Send your questions to us at Info@PublishingSyndicate.com. Be sure to
put “I’ve got a question” in the subject line so our SPAM filter doesn’t
dump it. You might see your question posed, and answered, in a future
edition of The Wow Principles e-newsletter!
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Hooray for the Funnies!
What would the world be without cartoonists?
They make us laugh-out-loud, cry, think
(sometimes) and reflect on and about life.
Chicken Soup is always in need of cartoons
(and they pay for any used), so if you’re a
novice cartoonist or a seasoned pro, go to
www.ChickenSoup.com and then click on the
link “Possible Books” to see which titles are
forthcoming.
So get drawing, and get published!
© 2007 Jonny Hawkins

Here’s another cartoon gem from Jonny Hawkins. To hire Jonny for your book’s artistic needs,
(and he comes highly recommended by us), contact him at jonnyhawkins2nz@yahoo.com

Dahlynn’s latest book is out
and it is HOT!
Menopause, in all its glorious phases, is the subject of
this laugh-out-loud collection, written by women in
mid-life. Millions of women each year fight gray hair,
spreading waistlines, and foggy memories as they
become part of this sisterhood...including Dahlynn!
The inconvenience of sweating in a room as cold as a
meat locker and the embarrassment of sobbing in the
greeting card aisle will make you chuckle over this
collection of funny stories. Best of all, the tales of new
beginnings and looking forward to the second half of
life is beautifully anticipated in accounts of women
who now know how “hot” they really are!
Dahlynn would love to personalize and autograph a
copy or two for you. What a great gift for that “hot”
lady on your holiday list. Visit our website to learn more -- www.PublishingSyndicate.com.
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HOT STUFF! HOT STUFF!
PUBLISHING SYNDICATE is creating the three titles below.
Please submit your stories to Story@PublishingSyndicate.com. Thanks!
Chicken Soup for the Do-It-Yourselfer’s Soul: The original deadline for
this book was September 30, 2007, but we may move that deadline up as we have plenty of
stories for TWO books! We strongly suggest you submit your story NOW!

Chicken Soup for the Democrat’s Soul: Info and tentative chapter titles can
be found on our website. FIRM Deadline: September 30, 2007.

Chicken Soup for the Republican’s Soul: Info and tentative chapter titles
can be found on our website. FIRM Deadline: September 30, 2007.

The following Chicken Soup books need stories from you!
IMPORTANT: We are not creating the titles below, only passing
along the call-outs, so please do not send them to Publishing Syndicate.
Submit stories for the following books to www.ChickenSoup.com.

Cat Lover’s Soul: Raining Cats! Yet another
wonderful collection of stories celebrating cats as family!
Deadline: December 31, 2007.

Dog Lover’s Soul: Unleashed! Yet another
wonderful collection of stories celebrating dogs as family!
Deadline: December 31, 2007.

Twenty-Something Soul: Stories to warm the hearts of those who are no longer
teenagers and who are adjusting to the world of adults. Deadline: September 30, 2007.

Southern Lady’s Soul: This wonderful collection of stories will warm your heart and
define for you just what it means to be a Southern lady. Deadline: October 31, 2007.

Go for it! Get published!
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